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Abstract 



The Blue Valley School District (BVSD) in Overland Park, Kansas, is a fast growing 
suburban area south of Kansas City. With rapid population growth comes a burgeoning 
student enrollment, a significant challenge to the school district. The BVSD utilizes 
geospatial technologies called geographic information systems (GIS) to help manage and 
plan for its growth and development. Through its GIS program, the school district has 
realized several planning related benefits. These benefits include an increase in the 
cooperative planning activities among stakeholders in the school planning process, 
achievement of a democratization level utilizing GIS technologies, and improvement in the 
planning process for three groups in particular — school district residents, the Planning and 
Facilities Committee, and the school district’s administration. Despite some current 
limitations, geo-spatial technologies utilized along with a public participation process can 
advance cooperative and community-based school planning among all stakeholders and 
policymakers involved in the procedure. 
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1.0 - Introduction 



The Blue Valley School District (BVSD) in Overland Park, Kansas, is the fifth largest 
school district in Kansas, with a 1999/2000 enrollment of over 16,500 students. The 
school district, located in parts of the cities of Overland Park, Leawood, and Olathe, as 
well as in part of unincorporated Johnson County, covers ninety-one square miles, 52% of 
which is vacant, undeveloped land. 

For many years, the BVSD has witnessed significant residential growth. In the past ten 
years, the school district’s enrollment has increased by 136%. Of the student enrollment 
growth reported by Johnson County’s three major school districts over the past five years, 
Blue Valley has accounted for 46% of the new students. This is significant because 
Johnson County, Kansas, is one of the Midwest’s fastest growing counties. Johnson 
County’s population has increased by an estimated 62,000 (17% growth) over the last five 
years. 

In 1988, BVSD’s planning department obtained and developed a geographic information 
system (GIS) for school planning applications. The system was housed on a personal 
computer and offered significant, but somewhat limited, analysis capabilities. In 1994, the 
district’s Planning and Facilities Department switched to a UNIX-based GIS, and chose 
ARC/ INFO (Environmental Systems Research Institute, Redlands, California) for its GIS 
software solution. This acquisition greatly enhanced the department’s ability to conduct 
more complex GIS-based analyses. Since then, Blue Valley’s Planning and Facilities 
Department has developed several GIS applications to aid its planning operations and has 
benefited dramatically (ESRI, 1997a, 1997b; Higginbotham, 1996; Slagle, 1998, 1995a, 
1995b). 
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